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• Traditionally, the land was managed 

as grouse moorland.

• In the 1980’s the site was extensively 

planted with commercial forestry 

(Sitka spruce).

• SSER committed to an extensive 

Habitat Management Plan (HMP) 

for the duration of the project (2036) 

which aims to:

• Enhance open bog and heath 

habitats

• Enhance forest and native 

woodland habitat suitability for 

black grouse, otter and pine 

marten.

• Enhance the value of the site for 

target bird species.

• Safeguard and enhance 

populations of otter and pine 

marten on site.

• 68 turbine (156.4MW) site located in Highland Perthshire.

• Construction completed in 2012.

• Site covers a total area of approx. 2,500ha.

• In conjunction with the adjacent Calliachar Wind Farm, the project is 

expected to invest £11 million in local community projects between 2011 

and 2036.
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Biodiversity Measures Implemented

• Planting of 14,000+ native 
broadleaved trees.

• Removal of non-native sitka spruce 
regeneration (ongoing).

• Ditch blocking and peatland 
restoration.

• Feathering and thinning of retained 
plantation woodland.

• Creation of artificial pine marten den 
boxes and otter holts.

• Retention and maintenance of 50
construction phase sediment lagoons 
creating wetland habitat.

• Deployment of camera traps to 
monitor mammal activity.

• Establishment of 

quantitative assessment 

methodologies 

(standardised approach 

to measure biodiversity)

• Original proposal to 

leave brash across site 

has proven to be 

ineffective.

• Regeneration of sitka

spruce is a costly and 

ongoing challenge.

• Increased species 

activity within site may 

lead to increased 

interaction with turbines.
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Results

• The HMP should be considered a dynamic process with ongoing monitoring ensuring best practice measures continue to be implemented.

• Operational monitoring was undertaken annually from 2012 – 2021 and will continue at pre-determined intervals through to 2036.

• Qualitative and quantitative assessment results show significant improvement in habitat vs baseline levels.

• Key and priority species are utlising the emerging habitats as demonstrated from the monitoring results.

• The use of the SSER Biodiversity Net Gain Toolkit enables a quantitative assessment of pre- and post-construction biodiversity value.

• This equates to a +66% increase in biodiversity when compared to pre-construction baseline levels.
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